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Clark, Eleanor Rome and Villa 
Doubleday. Apr. 14, 1952. 315p. $4.00. 


Perhaps the most extraordinary aspect Miss Clark’s 
extraordinary book derives from the fact that she has 
captured nearly possible, the essence the city, 
its antiquity, its modernity, its contradictions, the whole 
heaving history that crowds upon the mind and eye 
from all directions. Because Miss Clark has seen 
accurately and thought clearly, Rome and Villa 
cannot any sense judged traveler’s guide. 
hovers more the airy regions impressionism, but 
the impressions caught are concrete, artistically 
objective, that the book becomes spiritual guide, 
Ariadne’s thread the labrynthine confusions min- 
gled old, new, and mixed times, heavy with monu- 
ments good, bad, and indifferent taste, alive with 
endless procession multilingual people. 


“The spaces are shocking. They are close too, and give 
warnings, that suddenly the Pantheon the huge 
volutes Sant’ Ignazio are crowding right over you; 
you are not allowed stand off, seems you are not al- 
lowed admire all; though giant mother 
were squashing you her breast. Besides those freakish 
squares and the narrow streets around them, most 
vividly the old quarters, Trastevere and all the part 
between the Corso and the Tiber, not constitute 
outside our sense, but great rich withinness, 
interior, and running water its open fire. Even 
tourist can tell Roman street that some- 
thing and not outside something would 


Miss Clark’s genius for communicating the sense 
space goes hand hand with her genius for portraying 
the people who move through that space. 
makes these streets Roman, and not those any old 
European city, the demonic energy that goes into 
everything, and the divine disregard for any other form 
life, especially the football players; also element 
miracle the way the motorcycles and other traffic 
get through, shooting straight from hell, without any- 
one’s changing his expression pace direction all. 
Roman does have move inch for your car 
luge. You are life way over your head, there 
getting out it, except the beaux quartiers which 
are not beaux all but only pretentious. 

However, let one deceived into thinking that 


Miss Clark’s impressions are romantic. They are any- 
thing but. She had seen and registered the thousand- 
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and-one sights, sounds and smells beggars, slums, 
urinals, thieves and filth well the monumental 
majesty the Campidoglio, the Piazza Spagna, Ber- 
nini’s pillars and the delicate beauty Raffaele’s ma- 
donnas. Some Romans will hate this book much 
any New Yorker who hates hear about the fact 
his own city’s Lower East Side Red Hook Harlem. 
The resentment and rage should serve only added 
confirmation the justice Miss Clark’s observations. 


The book tells Roman fountains, gives the best 
analysis and critique the Roman reaction the 
bandit Salvatore Giuliano’s death that has appeared 
anywhere, ticks off museums, the Baths Caracalla 
and Diocletian, gives long disquisition Hadrian’s 
villa (the “Villa” the title), Bramante, Sangallo, 
Michelangelo, Peruzzi, Piranesi, Borromini, and all the 
works the city-makers, artists, architects. The con- 
cluding essay the Roman-dialect poet, Giuseppe 
Gioacchino Belli 1(1791-1863), masterpiece liter- 
ary criticism well penetration into the qualities 
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humor and vulgarity that seem necessary adjunct 
the intelligence and quick-witted verbal twists 
poeta del popolo. Belli gives off with much anti-cleri- 
calism humorous type understandable only the 
Latin mind, the mind that has been able asso- 
ciate with and therefore understand it. 


There may number things Rome and Villa 
that may not please all types readers, but 
superb piece writing. Time said it, “Though 
will mean more people who have visited Rome, 
the book can still excite those who have not; sum- 
mons up, like good translation, the spirit the origi- 
nal.” could said that Miss Clark’s original sum- 
mons the Roman spirit out the fountains and 
streets and buses the old city such way would 
startle the Romans themselves. 

Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 

Department Romance Languages, 

Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Sheean, Vincent Rage the Soul 
Random House. June 1952. 313p. $3.50. 

The jacket Vincent Sheean’s latest work informs 
that the author much travelled man and that 
has way being where disaster strikes. was 
Vienna, Prague, and Paris when those capitals fell 
Hitler’s bully boys, and was England during the 
blitz. should surprise one the citizens West 
Berlin Teheran fail invite Mr. Sheean visit them 
while the present crisis lasts. Even more the point 
the information that Mr. Sheean was Gandhi’s 
garden when the Mahatma was assassinated, for this 
novel our peripatetic author much concerned with 
India and Indian “holy” men. 

Elizabeth Redwood, wife fairly prominent member 
the Department State, was found her husband 
the act adultery, and she has been travelling 
abroad for three years when the story opens. Because 
she finds herself unable resist the advances even 
such unsavory characters the captain the freighter 
which she reaches India, Mrs. Redwood 
determines seek the spiritual advice Hindu reli- 
gious leaders. She meets guru, Shri Keshavan, 
whose wisdom and goodness she feels certain, but gets 
little comfort enlightenment from her attendance 
the darshan another. brief return visit Shri 
Keshavan, Elizabeth told “The truth your own 
heart”, and this enigmatic bit counsel seems her 
the solution her problem. She just then preparing 
return her husband, who has been accidentally 
involved diplomatic furore. Two representatives 
Soviet satellite country decide seek political 
asylum the United States and purely chance ask 
the aid Charles Redwood. The American govern- 
ment embarrassed, and Charles plans meet Eliza- 
beth Beirut, and from there they Rome. 
International incidents seem dog the footsteps 
Charles they the author real life. The Italian 
Communists attempt make capital the presence 
Charles Rome but the public demonstration fizzles 
out farce, and the reconciled Redwoods are packing 
bags for return the United States, the story 
ends. 


Clark Sheean Buck 


Best 


This tale world amoral creatures has little 
recommend it. Sophistication seems stand the 


place virtue, and worldly wisdom the guide. Even 


the dialogue suffers from the same taint; frequently 
stilted and unnatural, and sounds more like statements 
the press than normal conversation. But more 
aging the complete blackout Christian principles 
and tradition. Charles refers the “soul”, but cannot 
refrain from grinning (p. 277). Elizabeth gropes her 
way through her dilemma, testing everything with the 
litmus paper her reading, for are told: “She had 
read good many books” (p. 190). The trouble that 
she had read too many books like those Vincent 
Sheean. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., 
Chairman, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Buck, Pearl The Hidden Flower 
Day. May 20, 1952. 308p. $3.50. 


Over the opposition her repatriated father, 
nia-born Josui Sakai married Virginian Allen Kennedy 
the American occupying forces Buddhist cere- 
Koyoto, Japan, after breaking her 
young native Japanese. She followed Allen back 
her birthplace, the United States, where Allen’s 
mother refused accept her daughter-in-law, sup- 
porting her denial citation Virginia law barring 
interracial marriages. Josui and Allen settled New 
York where his work magazine staff preoccupied 
him and left her with friends visitors except some 
Cynthia Levering, childhood 
friend Allen, visited the couple NewYork and 
determined move Mrs. Kennedy invite them home 
for Christmas. Her letter, advising the mother’s 
continued adamancy and quoting the critical law, was 
passed Allen Josui for perusal. Josui urged Allen 
home alone and then, his absence, and without 
telling him her pregnancy, she fled California. 
There she arranged for the adoption her “unwanted” 
son woman doctor, partly Jewish refugee from 
pre-war Germany who foresaw the certainly brilliant 
and precarious future the boy. 
pared return Japan devote her life the 
jected suitor who had indicated his willingness accept 
her back. Allen, after discovering Josui’s flight, became, 
under the tutelage his mother, resigned the 


illegality his marriage that proposed Cynthia 


few months later. Cynthia scornfully rejected him, 


leaving him nothing but his inheritance. 


issued the Library, University 
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HEADLINERS 
Book and Classification Author and Review 
The Caine Mutiny (IIb) Wouk pr.15 
The Cruel Sea (IIb) Monsarrat Aug. 
The Gown Glory Turnbull Mar. 
Lieutenant Hornblower (I) Forester Apr. 
The Swimming Pool (I) Rinehart Feb. 
The Son Adam (IIb) O’Hara Apr. 
Hold Back the Night Frank ar. 
SPQR (IIb) Bonner Apr. 
The President’s Lady (Ila) Stone Oct. 
The Sea Around Carson Sept. 
U.S. Confidential (IIb) Lait May 
Mr. President (1) Hellman Apr. 
Adventures Two Worlds (Ila) Cronin Mar. 
Elizabeth the Queen Crawford Apr. 


Competently and quietly written, The Hidden Flower 
sincere and serious effort deal with the Japanese- 
American race problem. Some flaws the treatment 
are discernible. The fact that the Virginia statute was 
intended, despite its generalized prohibit 
black-white marriage not strongly challenged its 
essential fault, the objection being its unintended 
extension the “yellow” race. Then too, the ultimate 
resolution depends upon trick, upon Josui’s mistaken 
apprehension that state law was the law the United 
States, and that, consequently, the land her birth had 
completely rejected her. The adoption the baby 
understanding “racially-mixed” person is, best, 
negative answer the problem raised. The implied 
solution, that neither race nor religion will prove 
barrier intelligent and overwhelmingly persistent 
love, may taken with some mitigation. 


Better than “slick” romantic sentimentalism, The Hid- 
den Flower may recommended. 


Doris Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Adamic, Louis The Eagle and the Roots 
Doubleday. May 26, 1952. $5.00. 


This the final work Louis Adamic, finished just 
before his mysterious death—officially suicide, possibly 
murder Soviet agents. way, the climatic 
work his career. ingenious skill, the author 
elaborates apologia for Tito and Yugoslav com- 
munism. His technique excellent. There are 
cient indications dissent and hardship give the 
appearance objectivity. The use dialogue and re- 
corded conversations gives authentic flavor the 
work. Thus achieves clever and plausible justifi- 
cation Tito’s communism, more orthodox than the 
perverted power politics Stalin. 


does not hesitate record the dying curse his 
uncle Miha, who blamed him for the propaganda which 
rallied American support Tito (p. Even here, 
however, brings the Church political force. 
all your fault just like the priest said was”. 
page after page, paints the picture the Church 
corrupt force, collaborating with the invader the 
effort fight off Tito’s partisans. does this cleverly, 


Adamic Blunden 


not much quoting Tito his top officials, but 
through the words simple peasants. 


The author mentions the secret police, formerly OZNA 
and now known the initials UDBa (p. 139). The 
UDBa unobtrusive the FBI the United States. 
While the author did not everywhere, yet saw 
evidence “terror”. This makes interesting reading, 
especially those who have seen authenticated ac- 
counts the methods used Tito’s secret police. The 
best evidence indicates that they have learned well from 
their erstwhile Soviet masters. 


would take much more than brief book review 
answer Adamic. This could dangerous book. 
could help build Tito myth comparable the 
Stalin myth which was fabricated here during the 
recent war. could furnish haven for those sympa- 
thizers with Communism, find the Stalinist brand 
too dangerous today. Above all, could justify the 
ambivalent policies which favor aid Yugoslavia, while 
denying help Franco the grounds that 
dictator. 

Against the thesis this book have some unenswer- 
able facts. Tito collaborated with Stalin willingly and 
with full sympathy for Soviet tyranny. The break be- 
tween the two rulers was matter power politics, not 
ideology. Tito has not modified his Communism ex- 
cept the extent that internal conditions have forced 
him collaboration with the West ad- 
terms, not ours. the light these facts, Adamic’s 
book appears its true colors. heavy dose 
whitewash, which does not quite succeed covering 
the red tyranny Tito. 

Rev. John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Blunden, Godfrey The Time the Assassins 
Lippincott. May 21, 1952. 375p. $3.75. 


“O, horror, horror, horror! Tongue nor heart cannot 
conceive nor name thee!” cried out MacDuff the sight 
one corpse. Here have fifty thousand, all varie- 
ties, men, women, and children, and one point the 
reader spends night tramping about mass grave. 
The scene the Ukraine, the time, 1941-42, the actors, 
the Wehrmacht and the Red Army. The thing acted 
upon the Ukrainian peasant. that time, the reader 
will recall, the Germans swept over this region toward 
Moscow, and later the Russians swept 
Caught between were the common folk the Ukraine. 
Mr. Blunden, who recounts these events from the view- 
point the ordinary Ukrainian, has achieved cascade 
horrors, which literally overwhelms the reader. 
may plain, true picture; not qualified dis- 
pute this aspect. But too, too terrible, certainly 
not reading for the immature, probably not for the 
ordinary reader—and best, his report really not 
exaggerated, can called objectionable part for 
his excessive and lingering concern with rare and un- 
usual modes evil-doing, from raped children dis- 
membered corpses. 

Literary realism picture accurate one. 
Perhaps some parts modern life are fantastically 
frightful that they seem unreal. Such the impression 


ersity 
vania 
and 
atter, 


Beach Murray Jennings 


given this book. Mr. Blunden, war correspondent 
born Australia, spent some years during the forties 
Russia. His sources were first hand. Yet sus- 
pect that they have been drawn out with all the skill 
competent technician produce the very maxi- 
mum impression horror and revulsion. And 
not realism aim deliberately the horrible. 


“Omne ignotum pro magnifico”—everything unknown 
looks big, some wise man wrote. Russia now trying 
look big the rest the world, Germany once 
did. enlarge upon the dreadfulness these boasters 
not the part wisdom politics literature. 
little caustic common sense, the kind wit the saints 
indulged against their bloody executioners, will surely 
give truer appraisal these bogey men. little 
more Professor Shevchenko, Father Wrobel, 
little humor from the peasants (they doubt have it), 
little more stupidity the part the SS, the 
NKVD (they doubt have this) would have given, 
opinion, truer picture. is, evil reigns 
king, and there none unseat him. But for readers 
who have interest stories bombed and gutted 
cities, who are fascinated sheer horror, here one 
that will equal surpass any they have read. But 
would not recommend the general reader. 


Dom Bruno McAndrew, 
St. Anselm’s Priory, 
Washington, 


* * * 


Beach, Edward L., Comdr., USN. 
Holt. June 1952. $3.50. 
brief foreword this book, VADM Lock- 
wood, former Commander, Submarines, Pacific Fleet, 
notes that few men lived tell what Commander 
Beach has told this book. For this, the reader can 
find for the first time book form the story United 
States submarines the Pacific war man who 
actually fought and commanded them. appears, 
however, that the contributor the foreword may have 
been little deceived one respect. This not simply 
the USS Trigger, appears believe. Rather, the 
episodes involving Trigger are interspersed with those 
eight other submarines, none which the author 
served. 


Submarine! definitely made large part iso- 
lated pieces written for independent publication else- 
where. The result that must read piece meal. 
not, the clichés the narrative style adopted be- 
come barrier and the “WHAM, WHAM, WHAM, 
WHAM incessant depth charges, repeated page 
after page, most likely frustrate the purpose 
arousing the reader the singular heroism the sub- 
marine men. 

Taken singly the episodes are thrilling and compre- 
hended whole the accomplishments the sub- 
marine force stagger the non-participant. The sensitive 
reader may regret that this long after the profane and 
the violent attitude still held the author, but these 
factors are, overall, rather slight final accounting 
the book. 

The unwary should warned that there nothing 
Submarine! that cannot found Lockwood’s own 
book. fact, for the student naval matters, this 


Submarine! 


newer book superfluous. For the reader who wishes 
less the enthusiastic but inclusive appraisal and more 
the excitement slam-bang action, Submarine! will 
satisfy his needs. Adults who have predilections 
will well dip into this book understand 
what the incalculable service given the submariners 
their compatriots. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


Murray, Rosalind The Further Journey 
McKay. Apr. 25, 1952. 185p. $2.75. 

Convert experiences are usually expressed set 
tern. Although they describe the internal probings 
questing soul, the majority such volumes are prim- 
arily autobiographical and factual. The Further Journey 
definitely not this type. Written Rosalind 
ray, talented daughter great modern classical 
scholar, Gilbert Murray, this work intellectual 
exposition Catholicism’s truths for the benefit the 
“good pagan” today, i.e., the good-living individual 
outside the church’s fold who cannot see any reason for 
improving his lot means the spiritual intangibles, 
such sacramental grace, acceptance revelation, and 
other postulates Catholic belief. 


Rosalind Murray became Catholic 
twenty years she has continued move within the social 
circles men and women good will who are still 
zled the question what she has gained through 
such step. Faced they are with the spectacle many 
careless Catholic, these “good pagans” are loathe 
accept the existence strong inner life grace 
obtainable through the usual channels the Church’s 
vitality. for their benefit that Miss Murray eluci- 
dates such topics the force Charity, the benefit 
Obedience, the infinite effect Grace, 
matters. 


The Further Journey not easy reading. There 
wealth theological learning within the narrow con- 
fines the volume’s 185 pages. Much knowledge 
history, the philosophical systems bygone ages, and 
logic are required for complete comprehension the 
contents. 


This work read slowly and with sufficient pause for 
reflection excellent force for strengthening the 
appreciation for the great gift Faith which God has 
given us. fine example present-day apolo- 
getics adapted the modern intellectual. 


Rev. Thomas Cunningham, Ph.D., 
Seton Hall University, 
South Orange, New Jersey 


Jennings, John The Strange Brigade 
Little, Brown. May 22, 1952. 367p. $3.50. 


The historical novel has become one the favorite 
forms writing the twentieth century. There 
school readers who will have nothing else, and there 
school that will have none it. Mr. Jennings has 
supplied ammunition for both sides the argument. 


always pleasure sit down with professional 
story teller, and there doubt that John Jennings 
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pro. From the first sentence the book you are 
caught great sweep action and adventure; 
the end the first fifty pages you are looking forward 
the world magic that Kenneth Roberts found 
his Northwest Passage. But the world Roberts 
never found. 


put one’s finger just what the novel 
lacks. There story—plenty it, reaching from the 
troubled farms Scotland the empty wastes 
northern Canada. But the story never really comes off. 
There honest effort made characterization, but 
there obvious weakness here, too. 


What seems the fault the book the 
failure the author make clear his own mind 
whether The Strange Brigade was the story the 
Scottish settlers Canada, the story the conflict 
two great fur companies. Either story would have 
been interesting; blend both would have been 
superb. But the early sharp focus the novel lost 
the Canadian woods when the problem fur war 
overshadows the personalities the story. Perhaps the 
obviously contrived mechanism leaving the door 
open for the sequel had something with the de- 
terioration the customarily excellent sense struc- 
ture that Jennings posses. Perhaps, too, the vast 
quantity research that went into the authentication 
the events narrated was just too much have been 
soft-pedalled into the background. That the first 
temptation the historical novelist. Mr. Jennings 
could not keep his virtue the face it. 


The Strange Brigade makes good reading, and 
enjoy much the average reader expects enjoy 
But think you will feel bit disappointed 
when you finish. Even the resolution the problem 
left the coming Deus machina. And does 
not help matters that the deus authentic English 


lord. 
Frank O’Gorman, 
English Department, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Brinton, Crane The Anatomy Revolution 
Prentice-Hall. May 26, 1952. 324p. $5.00. 


The author Ideas and Men has seen fit issue 
new version this, one his older (1938) works, 
comparative study the four revolutions which have 
served—although does not say so—to mark the stages 
Progress for most liberals. Professor Brinton refers 
the seventeenth century English, the eighteenth cen- 
tury American and French, and the twentieth century 
Russian revolutions, for information upon the basis 
which makes attempt analyze their pathologi- 
cal symptoms. what must half-serious way, for 
completely serious, says, would make him 
something other than scientist (cf. pp. 14-15 for the 
“conceptual charts the line revolu- 
tionary “fever” rises and falls, and describes for 
comparative purposes the twitchings the political 
organisms from early exhilaration later reaction, not- 
ing that the experience leaves the body each case 
Not quite what was before, even though some re- 
unchanged. The attractive style, the evi- 


Brinton 


dence broad learning, and the many startling allu- 
sions, all contribute entertainment and some in- 
struction. But the total effect not very impressive. 


There implication progress which has been 
quite strong all accounts, other than very reactionary 
ones, each revolution mentioned this work, and 
despite the pose detachment the part the 
pathologist, who insists here that not concerned 
with the “good” “bad” revolutions, there 
apparent sympathy also revealed investigation, 
evaluation the experience such, which leads 
one believe that Dr. Brinton would think was 
shame any one the “patients” had not suffered it. 
Despite the admittedly ugly features such upheavals 
“moved also with admiration for deep and un- 
fathomable strength men which, because the 
softer [sic] connotations the word, reluctant 
call spiritual”. Emerson wrote that way about the 
American Civil War. The “conceptual scheme” should 
not, according the author, converted into “liter- 
ary metaphor”, but the risk doing just that the 
reviewer might point out that three the-cases the 
illness terminated with the recovery the English, the 
Americans, and the French, and that these may indeed 
have been all the better for having had it—but what 
has happened the the 1938 edition 
the book the most awkward part the discourse was 
that which the American Revolution was forced into 
the scheme; 1952 there notable avoidance 
strain that respect, but there far from successful 
effort made wrestle the Russian Revolution con- 
clusion. seemed conform better type 1938! 
“we really are Russia against something wholly 
new”, and Brinton extremely reluctant believe 
that are, the distinction may mean not necessarily 
the invalidity any kind social science (p. 261) but 
simply that the conclusions these affairs are im- 
portant survival the onset the fever the 
while. 


better book might have ben made out attempt 
apply the same concept “recoveries”, better known 
Restorations, order discover the results revo- 
lutions for which have available evidence new 
points departure, 1660, 1787, and 1815. 
Reaction would understood better the “antibodies” 
generated the whole western society, operating 
through émigrés, through interventions, and through 
the wars which have been known accompany revo- 
lutions, were allowed curative function. are 
accept the idea pattern revolutionary be- 
havior then there might some advantage gained 
examination the state the western world 
whole the time revolution breaks out any one por- 
tion it. apply the figure consistently, legiti- 
mate infer that certain revolutions have approached 
critical point, beyond which lies the possibility for the 
nation sort death, the form total aliena- 
tion from what that nation was, and from what the 
rest western society may wish remain, before the 
patient speak “turns the corner”. Can that 
the case Russia the patient may never recover? 
That reactions and interventions may all fail? And 
that there will never return émigrés, only be- 
cause there are none Perhaps, rather, this whole 


Goebel Nijinsky 


business “conceptual approach” neither history 
nor science and should better abandoned altogether. 


John Farrell, 
Hyattsville, Maryland 


Goebel, Dorothy and Goebel, Julius, Jr. 
Generals the White House 
Doubleday. May 1952. 276p. $3.00. 


This volume, which first appeared 1945, discusses 
the military, political, and administrative careers the 
nine generals who reached the White House. This re- 
print striking its timeliness. Not only 1952 
presidential year, but the book released the eve 
important and what promises hotly contested 
political conventions. Recognition the added fact 
that General Dwight Eisenhower due home shortly 
after June and that General Douglas MacArthur 
far from fading away “dark horse” candidate 
the event deadlock the Republican conven- 
tion, tribute someone’s lively sense sales and 
promotion. Little wonder, then, that Mr. and Mrs. 
Goebels ask the question they first posed 1945: “Do 
military and political careers mix?” The answer in- 
sinuation that they have and that such can happen 
again. 

The central theme the book, briefly outlined the 
opening chapter, the “American Paradox” that despite 
general antipathy toward military leaders which dates 
from the days the redcoats, nine times have generals 
been chosen for the office chief executive. There 
follows discussion the long-standing fear mili- 
tarism and public feeling against regular army. 
chapter entitled Makes General”, the authors 
reply presenting realistic picture politics, pull, 
seniority, state backing, luck and ability. Single chap- 
ters are devoted Washington, Jackson, William 
Henry Harrison, Taylor, Pierce and Grant; while Hayes, 
Garfield and Benjamin Harrison are treated together. 
Only Grant and Taylor can 
fessional soldiers; Pierce, Hayes and Garfield were pri- 
marily citizen soldiers; the two Harrisons, grandfather 
and grandson, were civilians for almost quarter 
century before coming the presidency; Jackson was 
border captain and Washington Virginia planter, both 
made into generals extraordinary circumstances. 
Consequently well for the general reader bear 
mind that the case the seven non-professional 
soldiers, civilian interests and experiences frequently 
outweighed the military. 


Despite attractive description military services 
rendered and mature evaluation each administra- 
tion, seldom clear whether the authors believe that 
previous military careers materially affected the atti- 
tudes and policies the soldier-Presidents while 
office. Attention, however, called the fact that 
the presidents with military experience were just con- 
servative those with only civilian background 
their attitudes toward standing army and its use 
abroad and home. One concludes that the authors 
believe that military presidents—Grant alone excepted 
—were successful piloting the ship state they 
had been leading men battlefield. Some readers 
will rejoice being assured that the soldiers the 


Best 


White House did not weaken constitutional govern- 
ment, threaten individual liberties, manuever peaceful 
citizens into war, maliciously pursue pattern 
masterful mendacity. 


The style makes for easy, interesting reading, but un- 
fortunately the book carries citation sources, 
bibliography and index. Save for more attractive 
jacket, more challenging blurb, better grade paper 
and almost unequalled timeliness, this reprint the 
same the 1945 edition. The book can 
mended the general reader who, one eminent 
American historian has phrased it, “will not find 
appointing unless expects shown that military 
men not make good 


Harry Sievers, S.J., Ph.D., 
West Baden College, 
West Baden Springs, Indiana 


Nijinsky, Romola The Last Years Nijinsky 
Simon Schuster. May 28, 1952. 260p. $3.50. 


Romola, the wife the late and great Vaslav Nijinsky, 
has finally written sequel her earlier biography 
the famed artist. the earlier volume she had told 
his life until his mental collapse when was declared 
insane March, 1919, Zurich. 
the years darkness and partial recovery before his 
death London April, 1950. Although the 
tive facts are those the dancer’s life, one which 
Romola shared with her husband despite heart-rending 
tribulations and adversities, what emerges less 
tribute the husband than the unintended revelation 
the devotion biased, but woman. And 
beyond that, the work takes added dimension: 
well-expressed modern man’s in- 
humanity man. 


When Nijinsky was committed asylum, was 
Mrs. Nijinsky who never lost hope; she searched 
stantly for news treatment which could cure him. 
She found it, partially, the insulin shock treatment 
discovered young Austian doctor. 1938, the 
treatments began and Nijinsky reacted favorably. 
cording Romola, the progress was phenomenal but 
with the outbreak World War there began series 
nightmarish experiences which would have sent 
normal person the edge sanity. She tried valiantly 
get Vaslav admitted the United States but 
endemic protocol and political red-tape defeated her; 
she shuttled back and forth across the war-ravaged con- 
tinent trying protect herself and her charge from the 
baleful malevolence and indifference her relatives 
and compatriots. Americans, Russians, Germans, all 
made her life chaotically frightening that the 
Woman Menotti’s The Consul (of which one 
stantly reminded one reads this book). Finally, 
late 1947, she succeeded entering England where she 
was able make the last three years her husband’s 


this, she tells 


life relatively content until died Good Friday 


1950. Without being sacriligeous, the day was ironical- 
appropriate for this victim crass inhumanity. 


Although English not her mother-tongue, the author- 
ess writes with clean and spare style, lacking embel- 
lishments. But they are not needed; the story she tells 
might have suffered were written otherwise. How 
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ever, this same style leads her make some sweepingly 
general judgments and accusations personalities and 
groups, especially the dance world, which are either 
need more documentation editorial exclusion. 
Yet, second thought, they are part and parcel 
admirable woman, woman who, had 
she had less faith God and less trust His Mother 
during all her troubles, would have been wrecked 
the rack disdain and petty tyranny. 


example how Catholic, Mrs. Nijinsky one, 
can look the terrors the modern world straight the 
eye and not flinch, this biography minor inspira- 
tional work. Everyone should read it. 


John Coppinger, 

Speech and Dramatic Arts 
Department, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


Bazin, Hervé Head Against the Wall 
Prentice-Hall. June 1952. 255p. $3.95. 


This translation Bazin’s tete contre les murs pur- 
ports novel revolt against reactionary 
family and lifeless social institutions”, the dust-jacket 
puts it. Actually, its great value Europe—it has al- 
ready gone through translations Germany, Sweden, 
England, and Italy—ley the fact that was accepted 
novel revolt. Here the United States, will 
well receive favorable comparison with The Snake 
Pit. For strong book written the subject 
mental break-down. 


Arthur Gérane goes off escapade after his mother 
commits suicide. breaks open his father’s desk, 
steals whatever money there there, takes out the 
family car and, while thinking his way through the 
wonderful time going have, wrecks it. The 
family doctor called tend his wounds and, while 
it, convinces the reluctant father that Arthur 
should “put away for while”. Life the rest 
home moves along lines that would suffice drive any- 
one mad—this would the final shove needed get 
the teetering mind into the pit. Although never 
stated whether the family doctor’s was 
wise one not, the reader gets the impression that 
Arthur being railroaded. The staff the “rest home” 
treat every man were guilty and had prove 
his innocence. Which means course, that Arthur 
has stay there for quite some time. 

When Arthur finally gets out, his father and his sister 
make elaborate display not referring his recent 
confinement which only draws more attention it. 
They then pack him take him the country 
reside with Doctor Simert. The doctor not 
home when they arrive. Arthur discovers what al- 
ways suspected, that this was just dodge keep him 
under observation, with the result that takes his 
heels again. Arthur goes prison, where meets 
René Cheune; after transferred another asylum 
from which escapes “trusty”, joins René and 
Alice and Edith Cheune sort petty crime syn- 
dicate. 

Meanwhile, Arthur’s Roberte, has married, gone 
mad and finally died. Arthur double-crosses his friends 


Bazin Taylor 


and makes off with loot consisting two rings and 
hundred and seventy-two thousand-franc notes. After 
four months high living, Arthur gets the country 
town Vioménil. works there for months, falls 
love with Walloon girl named Stéphanie and mar- 
ries her. The police catch with him and Arthur 
goes back another asylum. Stéphanie visits him and 
remains loyal. Arthur decays, ends one the 
old men the place, exactly the type abhorred 
when made his first appearance “rest home”. 


Head Against the Wall does not measure The 
Snake Pit. The effort put social message across 
has completely obscured the psychological message that 
would have made the story profound experience. 
is, the social message has very little meaning for 
Americans, any all, and, after reading Snake Pit, 
one wonders why this narrative fails make deep 
impression upon the reader. 


For one thing, never stands precisely clear whether 
Arthur truly insane, mentally sick, whether has 
been driven madness lack understanding his 
family’s and part. This serious defect 
because makes the reader’s judgment waver while 
tries understand the man, compassionate his actions. 
There satire against the staffs mental institutions, 
calling the head doctor, pompous individual, 
the name Salomon, particularly husky nurse’s 
aid, Tarzin. 

Head Against the Wall is, for all that, fairly inter- 
esting book one France’s literary prize winners. 
There hardly objectionable page the whole nar- 
rative. Its prose good, even translation. just 
pity that the subject—from tne American point 
view—was not handled the best manner possible. 
Recommended those who like this type tale. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 


New York, New York 


Taylor, Robert Lewis 
Winston Churchill: Informal Study 
Greatness 

Doubleday. May 22, 1952. 433p. $4.50. 


the past twelve years several biographies Winston 
Churchill have appeared. His secretary and his body- 
guard have written their impressions him. the 
past fifty-four years, Churchill has provided numerous 
self-portraits—from his war dispatches the Daily 
Graphic from Cuba 1898 down the fifth volume 
his Second World War Memoirs [Closing the Ring] 
published last November. Robert Lewis Taylor has 
availed himself these sources and has interviewed 
number people whose lives have crossed that the 
British Prime Minister. The result Winston Chur- 
chill: Informal Study Greatness. 


For the subtitle, another might very well substituted: 
Seventy-seven Years Fun. Mr. Taylor views his sub- 
school days, his service the British army, his 
career Parliament and Cabinet endless frolic 
romp. Reactions this treatment will undoubtedly 
vary. Many will find highly diverting. Others 


amused times, but, putting the book down, will 
feel somewhat debilitated four hundred and thirty- 
three consecutive pages anecdotes and Churchillian 
quips and the author’s relentless attempt make 
the volume “readable”. 


the dust-jacket, the publishers state that the 
tical history the Prime Minister is, course, the 
heart this book”. doing they give decidedly 
misleading impression. The discussion British poli- 
tics and foreign policy simplified best 
inadequate, worst preposterous. The value Win- 
ston Churchill lies primarily its revelation the 
personality the British leader, and his diversions, 
tastes, and methods work. 


Richard Grigg, Ph.D., 

History Department, 

King’s College, 

Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania 


Mills, Charles The Alexandrians 
Putnam. May 23, 1952. 675p. $4.00. 

the hundreds and hundreds new novels which 
appear the American literary world each year, there 
always small group which deserve popular success 
but are ignored the reading public for one intangible 
reason another. This destiny, feel, store for 
this, Charles Mills’ second novel. And does not de- 
serve obscurity for the creation richly-endowed 
talent which grapples with universal problems man 
particularized fictitious history town “in the 
South”. But isn’t easy read, one cannot skip 
through it, and this demand concentration may exact 
toll potential readers. 


The novel covers one hundred years the life Alex- 
andria, 1839-1939, and includes actually hundreds 
characters who are born, live, and die during that 
period time. Centrally, Anna Anderson Redding, 
daughter one the founders the town, the 
dominant character who, born the earliest days 
the settlement, lives witness the centennial. Although 
much the book devoted her personal life, especi- 
ally the tragedies her brother, Ned, and her son, 
Alfred, there clear and sharp definition myriad 
character-personalities who throng through the book, 
each forcefully impinging himself herself the 
consciousness the reader. One might think genea- 
logical table were needed keep the members each 
generation clearly the reader’s mind. This might 
unwise, for seems that the author’s chief aim 
seems emphasize the inexorability time: 
matter what the problems crises any given moment 
character’s life, life goes time, carrying with 
the reactions and judgments the society which 
that particular problem occurred. 


just that—the mores, customs, beliefs, atavistic 
barbarisms reputedly civilized society—that the 
author has tried fix permanently this flow time. 
has succeded considerably doing. has not 
forgotten, many our modern novelists have, that 
man son Adam and Eve: sins with terrify- 
ing pattern regularity, generation after generation. 
Happily, there also Mr. Mills’ world fiction the 
concomitant result the Original Sin: the grace the 


Mills Stirling Bate 
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Incarnation. God, His Mercy and Love, are reality 
which permeates the air Alexandria. Unhappily, 
many the characters reject, more sadly, ignore it, 
But there, much the author’s awareness, and 
has used thematically sort spiritual counter 
point hope against the despairingly materialistic nega- 
tivism which leads too many, repeat, too many his 
characters suicide. little less the latter might 
have given more emphasis when used.) 

Despite what feel over-extensive use pro 
tracted passages too-consciously literary dialogue and 
some appallingly involved but grammatically correct 
diction, this novel worth discriminating 
time and attention. 


John Coppinger, 

Speech and Dramatic Arts 
Department, 

University Maryland, 

College Park, Maryland 


Stirling, Monica Dress Rehearsal 
Simon Schuster. May 20, 1952. 210p. $3.00. 

This glib, fictional autobiography child the 
theater light and superficially gay reading fare for 
summer afternoon. 

Jocelyn Melisande Julie Scott, daughter hardworking 
actors who played the European circuit, grew 
tween wars English boarding school. 
cious adolescent, she reflects perpetual tongue-in- 
cheek attitude toward the typical British manners and 
stout reserve she encountered Heath Towers. 

This was the period Lindbergh hero worship, Mar- 
lene Dietrich movies, the first political ripples created 
German named Hitler, cosmopolitan indifference 
religion, and flippancy toward sentiment general. 
Coupling these ingredients with the usual high school 
girl escapades, Miss Stirling has pretty well compressed 
fragment the times into package nostalgia. 


Lois Slade, 
Dubuque, Iowa 


Bate, Maclear Report from Formosa 
Dutton. June 1952. 290p. $3.50. 

For those whom Formosa still remote, 
portant island some quantum knowledge most 
necessary. Mr. Bate, British ex-soldier, presently 
political journalist, born China, after recent tour 
the Orient, has prepared this report provide both 
historical background and view current 
ments. Practically, however, the point the report, 
like the point Formosa, lies the future. 

Mr. Bate first attempts “place” the significance the 
island the picture world affairs. First hand 
vation the island’s government, its economy, its 
indigenous politics, then linked the long history 
foreign occupations. Analyses its military and naval 
conditions are made the light the Chinese civil 
wars, the Great Pacific War and the Korean hostilities. 
Portraits the Chinese Nationalist military 
tical leaders are drawn from first hand interviews. Final- 
ly, Formosa viewed from Hong-Kong, Macao, Manila 
and (indirectly) from Tokyo. 
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forty-page chronological outline Formosan history 
from A.D. 605 January, 1952, provides most un- 
usual supplement. 


Writing Briton, Mr. Bate expresses little sympathy 
with the U.K.’s precipitous recognition Mao’s regime. 
the same time, while alert errors American 
policy, Mr. Bate exhibits fine realization the inter- 
ests the United States the Far East. 


Considering the amount propaganda the “fait ac- 
compli” type the American readers have been subjected 
through the reiteration like “bankrupt re- 
gime” and the like, perhaps sufficient comment, 
the author’s view, tthat deplores the success 
Mao, the “agrarian reformer clique” and the State 
Department directive soft-pedal the importance 
Formosa. 


Mr. Bate abject hero-worshipper. While his poli- 
tical insights may not always perfect, his report 
one for which one need feel embarrassed and for 
which the lay reader may thankful reliable 
source information. 


Clinton Maguire, 
New York, New York 


* * * 
McCord, David The Camp Lockjaw 
With drawings Gluyas Williams. Doubleday. May 27, 
1952. 94p. $1.75. 


Vacation which should mean rest and relaxation often 
means hurry and hardship. For the enthusiastic con- 
versation that invites you superimposes castle in,Spain 
effect what turns out reality leaky, windy 
cebin the no-mans-land the Maine woods. 
was for Mr. Snivvely when became the guest 
Mr. and Mrs. Sunwise and their youngsters. Most 
the fun the book Mr. Snivvely’s exasperated 
expense. Caught between the multiple menaces 
Mosquitoes, mice, noisy children and well meaning 
hosts suffers silence weakly simulates enthus- 
Add this the consistent inconvenience cold 
water shaving. the days drag. But when Mr. 
Snivvely decides leave salvages one smile 
thinks what questions his tanned appearance will 
elicit the club. Slight compensation, but one imag- 
ines Mr. Snivvely, many another vacationer, will 
make the most it. 


The jacket blurb has all the descriptive promise de- 
light that travel poster has, but what follows turns 
out just so-so. The book slight, the humor dry, 
and though less than the jacket blurb leaves anti- 
pleasing enough. The confirmed city dweller’s 
nature-in-the-raw discomforts described David Mc- 
Cord are most deftly delineated Gluyas Williams. 


James Gallagher, 


New York City 
Brossard, Chandler Who Walk Darkness 
New Directions. Apr. 10, 1952. 192p. $2.75. 


Henry Porter drifts through 192 pages arrive no- 
where. The setting New York City’s Greenwich Vil- 
lage, the time now, the mise-en-scéne shifts from 
tough bars dope parties, prize fights, picking 


models still another bar, and, just for good measure, 
Harlem dance hall. Henry Porter’s cohorts, Blake, 
Max, Julia, Gloria, Grace,.are more less 
that is, characters who live superior climate 
awareness life—so much that they not even 
know what with their lives. 


Actually, one might expect this novel reach least 
the heights condemnable sensationalism; but what- 
ever sensationalism there may have lay inherent its 
theme, has been despondently dragged down into the 
quagmire its unutterably dull prose. Human beings 
act and react with the dull sluggishness the half- 
dead partially because the technique with which they 
have been treated, seems have split the spinal cords 
them all. 


Who Walk Darkness complete waste time 
from beginning end—for anyone, not excluding those 
who are intensely interested new literary movements. 


Victor Yanitelli, Ph.D., 
Department Romance Languages, 
Fordham University, 

New York, New York 


Palmer, Paul 

Mary the Documents the Church 
Newman. May 15, 1952. 129p. $2.25. 
The period since the 1850’s, during which the famous 
apparitions Lourdes and Fatima have occurred, has 
been justly called “The Age Mary”. Marian con- 
gresses are second number and importance only 
the Eucharistic congresses. Weekly sermons honor 
the Blessed Virgin are regular feature most 
parishes our country. Our Catholic literature natur- 
ally reflects the trend the times. Some books 
Mary are devotional tone and contents, while others 
discuss the dogmatic aspects such devotion. Mary 
the Documents the Church Paul Palmer, 
member the theological faculty Woodstock, Md., 
belongs the latter category. 


“documents” Father Palmer means principally the 
works the early writers, the Fathers the Church, 
and the official pronouncements the ecumenical 
councils and the Sovereign Pontiffs. All the selec- 
tions have been translated into English and their his- 
torical background usually given. 


the first part the book the author lists the docu- 
ments pertaining the Blessed Virgin from the begin- 
ning Christianity the year 800. During these cen- 
turies the East the emphasis upon the Assumption 
and the Immaculate Conception. Here too also 
note the vivid imagery many these authors. For 
example Mary called “the loom the Incarnation” 
“the unwatered vineyard immortality’s wine”. 
the West parallel development was under way. 
But the main emphasis the Churchmen those 
days, Ambrose, Jerome, etc., was upon the virginity 
the Blessed Mother, and her role the spiritual 
mother mankind. 


The second part the book contains brief account 
the controversies about some Mary’s privileges that 
arose during thte Middle Ages. But the major portion 
this section contains quotations from the councils 


and the Holy See since the sixteenth century down 
the present time. The doctrines treated are mainly the 
Immaculate Conception and the Assumption, and one 
that will undoubtedly defined dogma faith 
some future date: Mary, the Mediatrix all graces. 


single volume could possibly contain all the quota- 
tions about our Blessed Mother that have been made 
the recognized teachers the Church during the past 
1900 years. But Father Palmer does give the essential 
facts, and enables study the development 
Marian theology down through the centuries. 
evident his book primarily for scholars. But many 
others, paricularly parish-priests, will find very use- 
ful. will enable them show prospective converts 
that the Incarnation, the basic dogma Christianity, 
cannot properly understood without Mary. true 
this that the author states “For, intimately 
associated Mary with her Son, was inevitable 
that any caricature the Son would involve carica- 
ture the Mother”. And secondly, novena preachers 
will find her some fine quotations and solid matter for 
their sermons, and experience proves that true devotion 
Mary always quickened when people grasp her 
rightful place the divine economy salvation. 


Rev. Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
The Church the Immaculate 


Conception, 
New York, New York 
* * 
Box, Edgar Death the Fifth Position 
Dutton. June 1952. 221p. $2.50. 


Plot shallow; writing callow. About ballet and the 
buggers who for that sort thwith. Trash, with 
small tea. What misguided (or enamored?) editor 
passed this for the dead daisy Dutton for 
what probably the year’s lowest level “detective” 
fiction. 


INDEX THIS VOLUME 


Note: After the reference page and date there 
given numerical symbol indicating the moral classi- 
fication the book. These are the groups which 
the symbols refer: 
Suitable for General Reading. 
II. Suitable for Adults Only Because of: 
Content and Style Too Advanced for 
Adolescents. 
Immoral Language Incidents Which 
Not Invalidate the Book Whole. 
Unsuitable for General Reading But Permis- 
sible for Discriminating Adults. 
Not Recommended Any Class Reader. 
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